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"The most intimate aspects of development are virtually indefinable or
impalpable, like happiness, health, and joy" Joseph Ki-Zerbo

2

CONTENTS

World Voices Positive Annual Report 2006 - 2007
Contents
Trustees’ Statement ............................ Page 4
About WVP........................................... Page 5
Our projects ........................................ Page 7
Goat Projects ...................................... Page 8
Advocacy ......................................... Page 10
Youth Clubs ....................................... Page 12
Sports and Health ............................. Page 14
Scholarship programme ................. Page 16
Financial Overview .......................... Page 18
Future of WVP ................................... Page 20
Financial statements ....................... Page 22

3

TRUSTEES’ STATEMENT
Dear Reader,
We are delighted to have the opportunity to share with you some of the work we
are doing with our partners in Western Kenya. It has been an exciting first year for WVP
with challenges and success stories running side by side. This report summarises the
activities we managed to undertake this year.
On behalf of the communities, we would like to take this opportunity to send our sincere
thanks to our generous donors.

Paulo Andrade
Katharine Bolton
Simon Chignell
Morten Skovdal
November 2007
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ABOUT WVP

“What makes me happy is that my mother has involved me
into a group [WVP] and I’m a member, now I’m happy
because I learn more” Girl from Bar Puoyo aged 15
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ABOUT WVP

Background
WVP got registered as a Community Organisation in 2006 and was granted charity status by the UK
Charity Commission in March 2007. The organization was established as a result of a successful
partnership between Kenyan and European youths who had a vision to improve the psychosocial
and physical well-being of vulnerable children and young people in Western Kenya. With four active
trustees, volunteers across the UK, two local staff members and a small number of community
workers, WVP has been implementing activities in Bondo district with a £10,000 budget in 2007.

Bondo District
The Bondo disrict, ranked amongst the three poorest
districts in Kenya, lies along the shores of Lake Victoria and
covers an area of 892 Km2. It is estimated that Bondo has a
population of 275,000 people. The area is characterized by
high levels of poverty and an HIV prevalence rate twice the
national average [of 13.7%]. As a consequence there are
a large number of children, who are vulnerable and
orphaned. It is estimated that 1 in 3 children in Bondo have
lost at least one parent 1 in 9 children in Bondo have lost
both parents.

Why and how we do it
African communities are renowned for their long tradition of coping and inventing resources to
counterbalance the chronic absence of information, state support and welfare. However, due to
high poverty, mortality and morbidity rates in Bondo, traditional support and coping mechanisms
are breaking down and communities are in urgent need of support to rebuild their traditional
coping strategies. However, this support and rebuilding must happen with recognition that remote
communities have developed strategies of survival based on their cultural traditions and local
knowledge in order to respond to the urgent needs facing them and it is these strategies WVP aims
to support. WVP believes the only way we can do so, is through partnerships and dialogue with
community grassroot groups.
As a result, WVP builds long term-partnerships with Community Based Organisations (CBOs) and
treats partners as equals. Our partnerships are built on trust and our aim is to empower the
communities we serve. Our staff is local and work in a culturally sensitive way, within cultural norms
and do not impose change, but facilitate local initiatives. We do, however, only work with those
CBOs who have a proven willingness and commitment to serve their communities in a sustainable
way. It is imperative for WVP that the process of development and participation is beneficial for the
communities; we would argue it is the more important aspect of our work. We want our community
members to become active participants in their own development and do not want to see them
end up as passive recipients of aid.
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OUR PROJECTS

Comprehensive Framework
Together with our partners at grassroot level, over the past year, WVP has implemented a number of
diverse activities. Whilst these activities may appear random and unrelated they follow a
comprehensive framework which ties them all together.
WVP currently works in six communities, each of which is united by a committee, usually made up of
widows and HIV infected people, who have proved their commitment to support their fellow
community members. Each of those six committees and groups is registered as a community based
orgnaisation (CBO) and is made up of a number of community/grassroot groups associated with
these CBOs. In addition to our partnerships with the CBOs, WVP works closely with a number of
community schools, scattered across Bondo district.
The six communities WVP is targeting with all of our activities are:
!
!
!
!
!
!

Niconet
Mahaya Lera
Bar Puoyo
Lela
Mihani
Nyakasumbi/Township

WVP focuses on these six communities using an
integrated approach (see below). Youth clubs form the
core of our sports and health education activities, and
are complimented by workshops as part of our
advocacy projects. Likewise, many of the children
identified to receive scholarships are members of our
youth clubs.

World Voices Positive

Community Based
Organisations

Community Schools

Advocacy

Advocacy

Sports and health
education

Sports and Health
education

Scholarship Programme

Scholarship Programme

Youth clubs

Goats project

WVP’s projects overlap in their interaction with young people

7

Current project portfolio

Diagram 1 (above):
Shows the type of
projects
we implement
by
stakeholder
group
with our community
partners.

GOAT PROJECTS

Two orphaned brothers given a goat by Mihani CBO

“The goat is important to me because it can help me through
anything” Girl from Bar Puoyo, aged 12
“I really have great hope with these goats and God willing, if I am to
go back to school, I can sell goats to get a uniform, shoes, socks and I
can also help a child whose parents are sick, buy clothes for him or
her. I take good care of these goats” Boy from Lela, aged 14
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GOAT PROJECT
Importance of goats
A goat helps a family on a day to day basis; it provides them with milk and manure. A goat serves as
an insurance policy that can be claimed against in desperate times. In good times one goat can
become two and provide an extra income to the family. A goat can make a difference between
an honourable life with hope and security and a desperate life on the edge of starvation.
What do the children have to say?
WVP has given some of the children in our communities disposable cameras to take photos of what
is important to them. One boy from Bar Puoyo says:
“I want to talk about this photo because the goats have helped us a lot in our lives. The goat was
brought to our home. The goat was our luck because after a few months the goat gave birth to
triplets. It continued to give birth and our goat shed filled up. My father sold them and bought a big
cow. The goats assisted us a lot. One goat became many and the offspring that we were left with
are still giving birth and I hope we will be able to get another cow again”
What is WVP doing?
WVP started purchasing goats in February 2007 and so far, five of the CBOs WVP collaborates with
have received goats. The CBOs elect members to go to the market with WVP from where they
purchase the goats. A goat costs £20 and WVP has distributed a total of 39 goats. To optimise the
output of our Goats Project, we train community members in goat rearing. We have so far had one
community-based workshop on goat rearing with a qualified facilitator. The distribution of goats
amongst the communities is as follows:
Community
Mihani Widows
Mahaya Lera
Niconet
Lela
Bar Puoyo
Total

Number of goats
14
11 + 1 training
4
7
3
39

Whilst WVP has the capacity to purchase more
goats, an outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease
banned the selling of goats from April 2007. The ban
has recently been lifted and we will continue to
support our community partners.
What happens to the goats?
Our community partners use different strategies in supporting the orphans with goats. Niconet and
Mihani distribute the goats to the children so they can keep them at home, whilst Mahaya Lera, Bar
Puoyo and Lela community groups all keep the goats at communal grounds. There are advantages
to either approach, but we continue to stress the importance of the children getting the ownership
and control of the goats. If the children are happy with their goat being cared for by a community
member for the purpose of quick cross breeding and rearing, then we support this approach. From
the 39 goats we have distributed, 7 have given birth and the number continues to increase.
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ADVOCACY

Environmental conservation: School children planting one of 1000 seedlings donated by WVP

“[The community] is to also have a tree nursery. It fences the
land. It has helped me in so many ways. If I sell them, I would
have enough money to feed my family. But I lack some
manure to make them grow bigger and taller. But they have
improved my life. In our community, people buy these trees
and make use of them. My life has improved because of my
tree nursery. My parents also encourage me to plant more
trees. I have also encouraged my community to plant more
trees. Trees shall also give us more rain.” Girl from Bar Puoyo aged 15
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ADVOCACY

Greening Bondo Initiative (Aluora makare)
Bondo district is green and lush, however, with a growing population, land is increasingly scarce and
trees are being cut in an unsustainable manner. Poverty has fueled the cutting of trees as people
burn them to produce charcoal which can generate income at the local markets. As a result, in
June 2007, WVP began its environmental awareness and conservation project. In close partnership
with local chiefs and assistant chiefs, WVP has distributed over 1000 seedlings to five locations (see
table), including two schools, in order to incorporate tree planting into their education. The aim of
Aluora makare is first and foremost to educate people on the importance of trees and of living in a
healthy surrounding (Aluora makare) and secondly to facilitate social responsibility and improve
social capital by encouraging groups to work together to achieve practical deliverables.
Location
Bondo Town
Township school
Nyakasumbi school
Bar Puoyo
Mahaya Lera

Seedlings
298
212
241
213
100

Sub-division
Bondo Township
Bondo Township
Barkowino
Nyawita
Asembo

WVP will continue to support tree-planting activities in
Bondo. To off-set CO2 emissions from flights transporting
international staff, WVP has committed to plant 250 trees
for every return flight.

National Environment Management Officer
from Nairobi office plants a seedling during the
Greening/ Aluora Mowinjore program tree
planting week

World Aids Day 2007
WVP was in 2006 at the forefront in organising world AIDS day. Various activities, including Dramas
sensitising people on HIV/AIDS issues, bicycle races, health food cook-off competitions, tree
planting, sports activities and testimonies from people living with HIV and AIDS marked World AIDS
day in Bondo district. WVP will repeat last year’s success and be the chief organiser of events touring
the different divisions within the district, finishing off in Bondo Town on 1 st of December, also known
as World AIDS day, with celebrations and awareness talks.
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YOUTH CLUBS

Youth from Bar Puoyo with disposal cameras, identifying their support networks

“I took this photo because it reminds me of a group of
people from World Voices Positive…helping us and our
parents. They are doing so because my mother is sick. That
is why I took this photo, so that one day I will remember that
I was taught how take pictures and think about them.” Boy
from Bar Puoyo aged 13
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YOUTH CLUBS

Community Youth Clubs
Upon request from community groups in Bondo, WVP has
facilitated the establishment of a number of active youth clubs.
Community elders fear that unemployment; poverty and high
school drop-out rates may result in vulnerable children and
youth engaging in health-damaging behaviour. With support
from WVP, communities have established youth clubs that aim
to bring the youth together and keep them engaged with fun
and healthy activities in an environment where there is peersupport.
WVP has established and supported the following youth clubs in
2007:
!
!
!
!

‘King Lion’ in Bondo Township
‘Eyilo’ in East Yimbo
‘Mahaya’ in Asembo
‘Aila Kids’ in Lela

The youth clubs meet on a weekly basis and have fortnightly visits by WVP community workers. The
youth clubs are supplied with sports kits, footballs, flutes, volley balls and nets, first aid boxes, and
drawing and painting tools. The equipment brings the children together in a creative and supportive
environment which stimulates their physical and mental well-being. WVP also organise workshops
where youth facilitators are invited to the clubs to talk about health issues and sensitise young
people to some of the health-affecting decisions they make.

Young Carers Clubs
In collaboration with the London School of
Economics, WVP has established two youth clubs
solely for children who take care of aging or ailing
parents or guardians. 50 children in Lela and Bar
Puoyo communities meet on a weekly basis for
sports and participatory learning workshops which
are facilitated by WVP staff. The Young Carers clubs
are part of a participatory action research project,
which looks at the psychosocial needs and coping
strategies of young carers in East Africa. The youth
clubs form the structure for interventions designed
and implemented by the children themselves. Through participatory action and learning workshops
(community mapping, ability awareness sessions, photography and painting), the children have
developed action plans which list a number activities they believe can solve some of their
psychosocial vulnerabilities. Each of the two clubs has been given £1000 to implement their
activities, which will be followed closely by a small research team from the London School of
Economics.

13

SPORTS &
HEALTH

Two football teams established through WVPs existing youth clubs meeting for a match

“I feel happy to participate in sporting activities together
with others, I feel happy to be in uniform when we are out
in sports, events like Education days” Girl from Bar Puoyo aged 17
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SPORTS & HEALTH

The “Live Well, Play Well” Programme
The Idea
The original ethos of the Live Well, Play Well programme was to create a safe, fun and supportive
environment in which the children can develop new skills, form friendships and receive and give
peer support, alongside receipt of mentoring from trusted adults on issues relating to physical wellbeing, sexual health and disease prevention. At WVP we have great faith in the ability of sport to aid
physical, social and mental wellbeing through playing, and learning with your peers, and this is the
driving force behind the programme.
The most obvious, initial way to make contact with children and promote the themes of the
programme was through Bondo’s local primary schools, with football as the most popular choice of
sport with which to start.

The Programme so far
In the year so far, the Live Well, Play Well programme has evolved from a separately funded pilot
football programme in the two local primary schools, Nyakasumbi and Bondo Township, to a
programme working not just with schools, but youth groups, CBOs and girls teams, in football,
volleyball and netball. In undergoing this expansion and broadening of the programme, funds of
KSH 115,000 (~GBP 885) have been used in the programme.
This money has put towards badly needed sports equipment for the groups involved, including
footballs, volleyballs, volleyball posts and nets, first aid boxes and facilitation of one-off sports events
between the groups, which help to build team spirit and motivate the groups to come together and
train. We have benefited from one large donation of sports kits from Kew Rangers FC, which have
helped us to reach out to more young people.
Our initial partnership with the Nyakasumbi and Bondo Township Primary schools, with children aged
between 4 and 18, has gone from strength to strength. WVP has moved to build upon the initial
success and reaches out to more of the 2000 children attending daily, by introducing volleyball and
netball as sports that we support and help facilitate. Our continued thanks go to the respective
headteachers at the two schools, Mr Joseph Nyamanga and Mr George Akun for their
understanding and co-operation with the programme.
Outside of school, we are also engaged with several local, youth teams such as King Lions
Juniors, Bar Kowino and Mayaha Juniors, supporting children who have recently finished primary or
secondary education. The organized activities of the programme help to keep them motivated,
healthy and aware of issues surrounding drugs and sex. We are currently working with six of these
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SPORTS & HEALTH
groups, and supporting them with equipment and organized sports games. We are especially proud
of the womens’ teams we support who have taken to the programme with courage and
enthusiasm.

The Future
Teaching young people about the health issues that affect them is a key tenet of the programme
and is done through discussing the issues in an open and relaxed environment with their peers. We
hire facilitators to further their understanding of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. This
aspect of the programme is continually evolving as we seek to find the most effective ways of
promoting youth well-being, drawing from the latest practical research, and feedback from our
groups. We will also be looking to bring more children into this energizing programme, through
extending the range of sports, and through reaching out to more groups as funding becomes
available.
For more information, and videos related to this programme, visit www.wvpkenya.org.uk

WVP has provided the Mihani women’s football team with kit
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SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMME

Alloyce is one of the children supported by WVP through secondary education

“What a child ought to think about is school and education
since this is what can help them in the future. Education is
the main thing that people concentrate on these days” Boy
from Bar Puoyo aged 17
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

Education, Education, Education
The one thing children in Bondo district continually mention as the thing they lack or wish they could
receive support to, is education.
WVP’s scholarship programme aims to help tackle two of the main problems associated with
educating children in Bondo1: 1) The high cost of education and 2) The high school drop out rate
This is being achieved by assisting children who are orphans or who originate from backgrounds
where the parents cannot afford fees. The programme is well under way to be the largest
scholarship programme in Bondo district and currently involves a total of 89 children. The children
are assisted either through primary, secondary or polytechnic education with the school type being
chosen based on the most appropriate need and age of the child. Many of the children are
identified through our youth clubs and referred to us from partnering community organizations. WVP
requires all children to submit an application form and to be subjected to a background and
vulnerability assessment which determines their vulnerability and inability to pay.
The programme sponsors the children for the entire duration of secondary or polytechnic education.
The programme also provides assistance to the communities the children come from and their
relatives where needed. In many cases the child may work to provide an income, which is needed
by relatives or community members. The scholarship aims to assist community members to initiate
Income Generating Activities (IGAs) in order to provide for themselves and community members
financially in the child’s absence.
In 2007, WVP began preparations to expand our scholarship programme in partnership with the
Chello Foundation. This long-term partnership will make WVP the largest scholarship provider in
Bondo district and will strengthen the organizational capacity of WVP considerably in the years to
come.
Achievements in 2007
3 children in secondary school
1 child in polytechnic
40 children identified to start primary in Jan ‘08
35 children identified to start secondary school in Jan ‘08
10 children identified to start polytechnic in Jan ‘08

Bondo District PRSP.
Planning.
1

Consultation Report for the period 2001 – 2004.
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Ministry of Finance and

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

“When we lack something in the house at home, we should
try to find solutions, work hard even if it is dry, so we can
cover our needs.” Girl from Bar Puoyo aged 15
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Our funding during the year
During its first full year of operation, World Voices Positive has been funded entirely through
generous, private donations from a variety of different individuals connected to the organisation’s
trustees. Despite the fact that these funds were largely unrestricted, WVP has set in place
accounting structures in the field and in the UK to ensure that every piece of funding we receive is
transparently accounted for and can be traced to individual expenditure. We also look to maintain
a strong system of internal control within the organisation, and internal audit procedures are
continually ongoing to ensure that, as an organisation, we at WVP can be confident in our reporting
to donors and in requests for further funding, which we hope to increase in the coming year.

Setting up our base in Bondo
This year has seen World Voices Positive set up
its base in Bondo, as well as furnishing the
property and purchasing a welcome and
necessary means of transport, a motorbike, in
order to reach the more isolated communities
we work with in the field. This has meant that
spending on one-off costs and house and
utilities has been relatively high, but this is
something we will look to reverse in the coming
year as even capacity-building expenditure will
be directed into projects.
As illustrated in the graph opposite, transport
Breakdown of spending by type – Oct ’06 to Sept ’07
does make up a large proportion of our
(Amounts in Kenyan Shillings)
expenditure. Whilst we aim to keep this as low
as possible, given the remote nature of the
communities we work with, and the need for us as an organisation to go out and spend time with
these communities, we believe transport is a fully justifiable use of our programme funds.
Despite this being our first full year of operations, WVP has still spent the vast majority of money
donated to it directly on the projects it supports, and it is hoped that this trend will continue in future.

Spending on projects
In the financial year, our spending on projects has been
distributed fairly evenly, with the youth football
programme taking over a third of project spending on
resources such as sports equipment and kits, and
facilitation of competitive sports days between our
supported groups. Spending on the goats programme
has been spent solely on the distribution of goats to
vulnerable children. For more details of the programmes,
see the individual sections. The graph to the right does
not include non-project expenditure which this year
made up a large chunk of spending, as explained
above. We do not expect this proportion to be
continued.
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Advocacy Projects
9%
Youth football
34%

Direct orphan
17%

Young carers
20%
Goats
20%

Breakdown of spending on projects – Oct ‘06 to
Sept ’07 (excluding non-project expenditure)

FUTURE OF WVP

“The Bar Puoyo Group have improved our health services
and encouraged better hygiene and they have helped the
people with HIV/AIDS in many ways. In our community they
are great to us and we love them so much. I love them for
the way they act towards us. They have improved the living
standard of my life” Girl from Bar Puoyo aged 15
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FUTURE OF WVP

Scholarship programme
WVP is proud to announce that our scholarship programme has secured funding to take 85
orphans through primary, secondary and polytechnic education in 2008. WVP and Chello
Foundation Educational Scholarships have entered a long-term partnership that provides
orphans, vulnerable children and their families the support needed to ensure that the children
complete their education to a standard that gives them a chance to excel in the future. The
Chello Foundation will support the capacity building of WVP, as the scholarship programme
develops and expands to neighboring districts.

Social Protection of AIDS orphans
WVP is equally proud to announce a newly established relationship with Wereldkinderen, a
Dutch NGO that has agreed to support WVP with !35,700 for the social protection of orphans
in our communities in 2008 and 2009.

Operations in Bondo
As a result of WVPs expansion, WVP aims to employ 3 new members of staff in 2008. Of those,
one will be an experienced and local project manager and one will serve as a community
worker. In addition, WVP is looking for a dedicated international project manager who can
help our local staff. It is believed these appointments will help WVP achieve next-stage
deliverables. All new and current staff will be trained by the African Medical Research
Foundation (AMREF) on issues in line with the work of WVP. WVP has just initiated the process
of NGO registration in Kenya. This lengthy process involves a thorough background check of
WVP and once the registration is complete, WVP will have to adhere to the rigid monitoring
and evaluation standards which are expected from NGOs operating in Kenya.

Our ongoing vision
Whilst WVP is expanding and growing as an organization and strengthening its capacity, WVP
is committed to remaining a community based organization at heart. WVP will ensure that our
partnering communities always feel that we are committed to them and that WVP is not an
international organization that provided them with short-term support. Receiving funding from
external agencies, as opposed to private individuals, not only comes with conditions of timely
reporting, it also comes with rigid rules on accountability and potential restrictions on the use
of the funds. Whilst WVP is wary about the expectations of funding agencies whose demands
are often in direct conflict with the communities and the realities of the work on the ground,
WVP also acknowledges the benefits of the associated reporting and accountability in
ensuring that WVP makes the best use of every pound, euro or dollar we are given out of
generosity and the hope of changing lives. To keep our vision in check, we will ensure that
any partnering, funding agencies are aware of our vision and we ask them for flexibility and
understanding of our goals to jointly achieve positive outcomes. However, to keep the
flexibility that is needed on the ground, WVP will be dependent on donations from private
individuals, promising that 100% of their donation will go directly to the communities as we
continue to keep our overheads at the lowest level possible.
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F I N AN C I A L
STATEMENTS

“I use my talent to help others and use it wisely, God also feels
happy. Sometimes I also get gifts from others when I help them.
Some give me gifts like clothes and food when they can afford.
Helping the needy has really improved my life. People living with
HIV/AIDS are not getting some help in the community and the
community is now giving the poor a piece of land to farm. Our
community is now serious about helping the needy and taking
care of them. The community has come to know that if they help
each other there will be peace and faith among each other.” Girl
from Bar Puoyo aged 15
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

World Voices Positive - Receipts and payments accounts
12 months to 30th September 2007

Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Endowment
funds

Total funds

Last year

to the nearest £

to the nearest £

to the nearest £

to the nearest £

to the nearest £

11,705

-

-

Companies

-

-

-

-

-

Bank Interest

-

-

-

-

-

Gift Aid

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

11,705

-

-

A1 Receipts
Individual Donations

Sub total
A2 Asset and investment sales,
etc.

Total receipts

11,705

-

11,705

-

-

-

-

-

-

11,705.00

-

-

11,705

-

A3 Payments
Project Grants

Sub total
A4 Asset and investment
purchases, etc.

Total payments
Net of receipts/(payments)

5,039

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

5,039

-

-

5,039

-

-

778

-

778

-

5,817

-

5,039

-

5,817

-

5,888

-

5,888

-

A5 Transfers between funds

-

-

-

-

-

A6 Cash funds last year end

-

-

-

-

-

5,888

-

Cash funds this year end
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-

-

-

5,888

-

12 months to 30th September 2007

Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period
Categories

B1 Cash funds

Details

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Endowment
funds

to nearest £

to nearest £

to nearest £

5,888

-

-

-

-

-

Nat West - World Voices Positive

-

Total cash funds
(agree balances with receipts and payments
account(s))

Details

B2 Other monetary assets

Details

-

5,888
OK

OK

B4 Assets retained for the
charity’s own use

Endowment
funds

to nearest £

to nearest £

to nearest £

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Fund to which
asset belongs

Cost (optional)

Current value
(optional)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Cost (optional)

Current value
(optional)

WVP General

Fund to which
liability relates

Details

B5 Liabilities

OK

Restricted
funds

Fund to which
asset belongs

Fixed assets - short life assets

-

Unrestricted
funds

B3 Investment assets

Details

-

-

778

675

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Am ount due
(optional)
-

When due
(optional)

-

Signed by Simon Chignell on behalf of the World Voices Positive board of trustees:
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