
 

How can you use this 

information? 

• As a teacher you can first of all use this information to 

assess whether teachers at your school are supportive 

of orphaned and vulnerable children. How supportive 

are you of orphaned and vulnerable children? If you 

feel there is room for improvement, use the information 

in this leaflet to take initiative and make sure that you 

and your colleagues are taking steps to becoming 

more supportive of orphaned and vulnerable children. 

Familiarize yourself with the needs of orphaned and 

vulnerable children and explore with your colleagues 

how you can all become more supportive.    

• As a community member it is also your responsibility 

to be supportive of orphaned and vulnerable children.  

You can organize Harambees to generate local 

support for poverty stricken households. You can help 

with the caregiving of sick or elderly community 

members, share with them what you have, just like 

teachers can. 

  

Who We Are 

About Us 

WVP Kenya is a small non-profit organisation operating in 

Nyanza and Western Provinces of Kenya. Through 

community-level action we work to improve the lives of 

children living in communities affected by HIV. The 

organisation does so by strengthening local support structures 

and improving their educational attainment. 

About This Leaflet 

This leaflet has been produced in collaboration with children 

participating in a research project conducted in the Bondo 

District of Kenya. The research was facilitated by the 

Department of Health Promotion and Development, University 

of Bergen and WVP Kenya. The research project was granted 

ethical approval by the Norwegian Social Science Data 

Services (27655/AH/RF) and The National Council for 

Science and Technology in Kenya 

(NCST/RCD/12A/012/043B).  

Contact Us 

Phone: +254 (0) 727 497 983 

Email: info@wvpkenya.org.uk 

Web: www.wvpkenya.org.uk 
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Supportive teachers  
 

The education system has the largest single institutional 

network and body of skilled people who interact with 

children in most sub-Saharan African countries. This 

position makes teachers uniquely placed as a potential 

source of care and support for orphaned and vulnerable 

children.  

In every school there are teachers who go out of their way 

to support orphaned and vulnerable children.  The support 

that some teachers provide has not gone unrecognized. 

Much can be learnt from what children perceive as a 

supportive teacher, not least to encourage other teachers 

to be equally considerate and supportive of orphaned and 

vulnerable children. This leaflet draws on the perspectives 

of children and describes four key characteristics of 

supportive teachers:  

 

 

  

1. Recognition of Special Needs 

A prerequisite for teachers to be supportive is recognition and 

awareness of the struggles of orphaned and vulnerable 

children and their particular needs. Supportive teachers are 

therefore aware of the circumstances that prevent certain 

children from attending school regularly and performing well. 

They go out of their way to understand the background of 

orphaned and vulnerable children (e.g., by visiting the student 

at home) and work out of strategy on how best to meet the 

child’s special needs (e.g., accepting that homework is not 

always done, remedial classes, longer lunch break so child 

can return home and care for an adult).    

 “My teachers are great. They 

teach perfectly and don’t 

discriminate. They also love us 

children.” 

2. Caring and Sympathetic 

Supportive teachers use their awareness and understanding 

of the struggles of particular children to show sympathy and 

care for the children. They do so by listening to children, and 

provide them with counseling, guidance and encouragement. 

They go out of their way to make sure they children feel at 

home at school and that they belong to the class. Supportive 

teachers care for vulnerable children in a sensible way, for 

example through avoiding singling out a child and by ensuring 

confidentiality.  

  “I have drawn this picture 

to show you some kind of 

help that students have 

been receiving from my 

school especially from this 

teacher. The teacher has 

been helping some of the 

vulnerable children in 

school including me” 

 

 

3. Inclusivity and Flexibility 

Without undermining the confidentiality entrusted to 

children, teachers need to meet regularly to discuss 

how they, as a school, can be inclusive of orphaned 

and vulnerable children and facilitate a coordinated 

response. One way to be considerate of their home 

circumstances is for teachers – rather than disciplining 

children – to show flexibility when it comes to handing 

in homework too late or incomplete or if they miss 

classes regularly. Head teachers can show flexibility 

when it comes to the fee payment deadlines. 

4. Support and Provide Assistance 

Although teachers are often poorly paid, some 

teachers still use their own money to directly support 

some of the neediest children in their class. Supportive 

teachers have been reported to pay for the school fees 

and levies as well as term test and exam fees for 

orphaned and vulnerable children. They have also 

been said to give children pens, exercise books, 

uniforms and other clothing as well as covering 

medical costs and transport back home for those 

feeling unwell.    


