
 

Schools and teachers are more likely to support students who perform 

well in school. It is difficult for poor performing students to access 

support.  

How can you use this 

information? 

• As a teacher you can use this information to reflect 

on how your school makes it difficult for orphaned 

and vulnerable children to attend school and perform 

well. Use this leaflet to encourage yourself and your 

colleagues to familiarize yourself with the barriers 

within your school and take initiative to address 

some of these barriers and make your school more 

supportive and inclusive for orphaned and vulnerable 

children.   

• As a community member you can take an active 

interest in working with your local neighborhood 

school to make it more inclusive of orphaned and 

vulnerable children. Work with school leaders to 

identify the most vulnerable children and set up 

community-based activities that raise funds for the 

school to meet the special needs of orphaned and 

vulnerable children.  

  

Who We Are 

About Us 

WVP Kenya is a small non-profit organisation operating in 

Nyanza and Western Provinces of Kenya. Through 

community-level action we work to improve the lives of 

children living in communities affected by HIV. The 

organisation does so by strengthening local support 

structures and improving their educational attainment. 

About This Leaflet 

This leaflet has been produced in collaboration with children 

participating in a research project conducted in the Bondo 

District of Kenya. The research was facilitated by the 

Department of Health Promotion and Development, 

University of Bergen and WVP Kenya. The research project 

was granted ethical approval by the Norwegian Social 

Science Data Services (27655/AH/RF) and The National 

Council for Science and Technology in Kenya 

(NCST/RCD/12A/012/043B).  

Contact Us 

Phone: +254 (0) 727 497 983 

Email: info@wvpkenya.org.uk 

Web: www.wvpkenya.org.uk 
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School barriers to the education 
of orphaned and vulnerable 
children  
 

Orphaned and vulnerable children often live in contexts 

of poverty (e.g., the children go to school hungry and 

lack school items such as books and pens) and illness 

(e.g., the children spend much time caring for their sick 

or elderly guardians or in casual labour), affecting their 

ability to attend school and perform well. In addition to 

these home barriers, schools often present children with 

additional challenges to their school attendance and 

performance.  

This leaflet describes some of the main school barriers 

that orphaned and vulnerable children believe affect the 

school attendance and performance of children. 

 

 

 

“Some teachers are 

mean and do not 

care about me” 

 

 

 

 

 

1. School Fees and Levies 

Orphaned and vulnerable children struggle to meet the costs 

of going to school. The support children get from well-

wishers is often erratic and unreliable, and for most of the 

time they rely on their own hard work to pay for school 

levies, uniforms, pens and books. However, rigid deadlines 

for payment, combined with escalating costs associated with 

going to school means more and more children are sent 

home from school, or decide to drop out because it is 

becoming increasingly unattainable for children to both 

follow the curriculum and engage in casual labour.   

 “There are some teachers who 

when you lack a pencil, they will 

cane you.” 

2. Non-supportive teachers 

In every school there are teachers who focus primarily on 

teaching the curriculum and pay little attention to the special 

needs of orphaned and vulnerable children who may 

struggle to do their homework because of home duties. This 

lack of understanding can lead to frustration amongst certain 

teachers who use harsh words and disciplinary methods to 

‘correct’ children. Teachers who are inflexible and 

inconsiderate about the struggles of orphaned and 

vulnerable children can discourage this group of children 

from going to school and result in school drop-outs.     

  

 

Orphaned and vulnerable children struggle to pay for school fees, 
levies, uniforms, books and other school related items.  

3. Emphasis on Performance 

Many schools and teachers put great emphasis on the 

performance of their students. Whilst this is not 

unhealthy per se, schools that punish students for their 

poor performance or their perceived disinterest in 

school, discourages orphaned and vulnerable children 

whose concentration and time to do homework is 

limited by home duties. Furthermore, the emphasis on 

performance within many schools means it is easier for 

well performing orphaned and vulnerable children to 

negotiate access for support - leaving the most 

vulnerable children behind.   

4. Inadequate Attention Given To Vulnerable 

Children 

Due to large class sizes, a packed curriculum and 

inadequate staffing, many schools give inadequate 

attention to the special needs of orphaned and 

vulnerable children. Only few schools work with 

vulnerable children to work out how they can better 

cater for their educational needs (e.g., more remedial 

classes, open classrooms during the weekend).   

 


