
 

How can you use this 

information? 

• As a teacher you can show sympathy to orphaned 

and vulnerable children.  You can familiarize yourself 

with their background and support them through 

counseling, encouragement and by showing 

flexibility. Share with them what you can and take 

initiative to set up school activities that can support 

orphaned and vulnerable children (e.g., school 

gardens, goat keeping, a tree nursery, and remedial 

classes, anti-stigma campaigns).   

• As a community member you can organize 

Harambees to generate local support for poverty 

stricken households. You can help with the 

caregiving of sick or elderly community members, 

share with them what you have and generally 

provide guidance and encouragement to orphaned 

and vulnerable children. 

  

Who We Are 

About Us 

WVP Kenya is a small non-profit organisation operating in 

Nyanza and Western Provinces of Kenya. Through 

community-level action we work to improve the lives of 

children living in communities affected by HIV. The 

organisation does so by strengthening local support 

structures and improving their educational attainment. 

About This Leaflet 

This leaflet has been produced in collaboration with children 

participating in a research project conducted in the Bondo 

District of Kenya. The research was facilitated by the 

Department of Health Promotion and Development, 

University of Bergen and WVP Kenya. The research project 

was granted ethical approval by the Norwegian Social 

Science Data Services (27655/AH/RF) and The National 

Council for Science and Technology in Kenya 

(NCST/RCD/12A/012/043B).  

Contact Us 

Phone: +254 (0) 727 497 983 

Email: info@wvpkenya.org.uk 

Web: www.wvpkenya.org.uk 
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Schooling, orphaned and 
vulnerable children  
 

The HIV epidemic continues to have a devastating 

impact on children. As parents fall ill, children take on 

caregiving responsibilities (see above drawing). Many 

orphaned children live with elderly grandparents who 

also require care and support.  

Orphaned and vulnerable children therefore often live in 

households where adults are unable to work and sustain 

the household. Children living in such households 

effectively spend considerable amounts of time caring 

for their guardians and generating income to sustain 

their livelihoods (e.g., charcoal burning, casual labour). 

This leaflet shows how these circumstances can 

negatively affect the school attendance and 

performance of children:  

  

1. Meeting the Cost of Schooling is Difficult 

Orphaned and vulnerable children struggle to meet the costs 

of going to school. Many children rely on well-wishers, which 

is often erratic and unreliable, and their own hard work to 

afford school levies, uniforms, pens and books.  

2. Caregiving, Work and School Attendance 

Orphaned and vulnerable children often care for sick or 

elderly household members. Before they go to school they 

may need to cook and feed an adult, or help an adult to the 

toilet and wash them afterwards. The intensity of these 

caregiving roles varies. Combined with their responsibility to 

generate food and income, this can result in orphaned and 

vulnerable children often missing school.  

“I do absent myself from school 

to go and help my parents so I 

miss most of the lessons in 

class.” 

3. Worries, Hunger and Concentration 

Children living with in poverty and with sick or elderly 

guardians often struggle to concentrate in school because 

they are hungry or worry about their sick or elderly guardians 

at home. 

  

Charcoal burning: one way orphaned and vulnerable children generate 
money to go to school 

4. Difficulties in Doing Homework 

Orphaned and vulnerable children are often too busy 

with caregiving and casual labour to spend enough 

time on their homework. Moreover, the poverty that 

many children live in means they cannot afford 

kerosene for study light or that their home is of such 

poor standard that they are unable to their homework 

in a conducive environment (e.g., during rainy periods, 

water sieves through the thatched roof). 

5. Bullying and Stigma 

Although many orphaned and vulnerable children 

benefit from close friendships, there are children in 

their school and home environment who tease them. 

They are typically teased because they are poor and 

show up to school in dirty and torn uniforms. Some 

children are also teased because their household is 

affected by HIV. Many children feel discouraged from 

going to school because of bullying and stigma. 


